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against Germany and Russia, she preserved the
equilibrium of Europe. Under pretext of demand-
ing Stanislas* rights, Chauvelin, the keeper of the
seals and State secretary for foreign affairs, was
loud in his support of armed intervention, and
wanted to obstruct the House of Austria by
an understanding with Sweden, Poland and
Turkey. He succeeded in breaking down Fleury's
hostility and receiving Louis XV's whole-hearted
approval.

The hatred of Austria, revived and goaded into
fanaticism, made war almost popular; Villars and
Belle-Isle showed an absolute assurance; so Sta-
nislas went to Warsaw full of illusions; the Polish
Diet elected two sovereigns, causing the utmost
confusion. Fifteen thousand men -were sent to
the aid of Louis XVs father-in-law; the Comte
de Plelo was killed in a desperate fight, and our
armies had to capitulate. In the month of October,
France, Spain and Sardinia declared war on
Austria; and military operations took place in
Italy and Germany.

On nth November, Villars, now more than
eighty years old, rejoined his troops at Pizzighetone;
Louis XV had given him the title of Marshal-
General of the Camp and Army. Being extra-
ordinarily vigorous, the marshal was equal to his
task; on yth December he occupied the line of the
Oglio, and he seized the Chateau of Milan on 3oth
December. Owing to illness Villars had to give up
his command and died at Turin on iyth June 1734
after a supremely glorious career. Five days before,